Mid-Week Service
December 7, 2011
Lesson Text: Matthew 1:18-25

~Making Proper Decisions~

	Introduction: These verses begin by informing us of two profound truths. They tell us how the Lord Jesus Christ took our nature upon Him, and became man. They tell us also that His birth was miraculous. His mother, Mary, was a virgin. Both of these truths are mysterious. They embody a majesty beyond our ability to fathom. We must be content to believe, reverently so, and not speculate about matters we do not and cannot understand. It is enough for us to know that with Him who made the world, nothing is impossible.
	There is, however, helpful information that offers guidance to our growth and our development; that which is of relative depth but not beyond our understanding. Joseph and Mary are betrothed or engaged to be married. Jewish law required faithfulness to the obligation regarding the betrothal which was equivalent to marriage. Embodied in the nature of this engagement was the understanding that unfaithfulness to each other was deemed adultery. (See Deut. 22:22-24) In Judea, the punishment was death by stoning. (See Lev. 20:10 and John 8:5) The Law of Moses gives the husband the right of divorce. (See Deut. 24:1)
																																										
	What are Joseph’s choices? What are the options before him? One, he has the right to bring charges and let the law take its course; or, keep quiet and accept the unbelievable. His situation…his predicament, demands a decision. Any proper decision depends upon how one is grounded. There need be a foundation for basic justification. This event in Joseph’s life as we see before us in the Word of God ought for us, as it did for him, raise the important question: ARE YOU EQUIPPED TO MAKE PROPER DECISIONS?
																																																								
	There, again, in verse 19 we see Joseph’s first option: his right relationship with God and the moral principle formed by a Godly character; “…was minded to put her away privately”. Rather than have her stoned and exposed to public disgrace, he had in mind to secretly dissolve the engagement permitting Mary to escape the punishment commonly inflicted on adultery. Important to our understanding this decision is the light cast upon it in I Cor. 13:4-6. Those verses give us the definition of real love.
																																																								
	
This perplexing period of deep thoughtfulness teaches us, as it provided Joseph, the knowledge that GOD WILL GUIDE THE THOUGHTFUL AND THE ANXIOUS. He will interpose and give guidance. (See Prov. 3:6) Immersed in deep thought and due to his right relationship with God, his thoughts are drenched in prayer. His deep sleep ushers in a means by which God chooses to communicate His intervention. Any desire to make proper decisions must be anchored in the purposes of the Eternal.
NEXT: A Third Option
IE:tdb
1

