Mid-Week Service
December 14, 2011
Lesson Text: Matthew 1:18-25

~MAKING PROPER DECISIONS~

Introduction: Joseph has confronted his dilemma and because he is grounded in his faith in God, Mary’s pregnancy does not disrupt his love for her. He decided not to expose her publicly and subject her to death by stoning. Love, as the scriptures describe it, will always triumph over negative notions. Joseph’s decision is to secretly dissolve the engagement. This, says verse 19, was “in his mind” to do.
																																																								
	Any decision driven by emotions, but lacking intellectual content, can and often does lead to unfavorable consequences. Major decisions ought never be reached in the arena of the practical. Joseph’s “mindful intent” was a practical decision guided by emotion: that which is logical, or reasonable. It was without spiritual content.
																																																																						
	
The true believer, when guided by the spiritual in God’s appointed way of communicating with His children, is led to know that there is a third option that embraces both the will of God and consequences that are favorable for humanity. (See verse 20: “…Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife…”) No longer under consideration for exposing Mary to public disgrace and death by stoning—no longer under consideration of putting her away privately. God provided a third option!
																																																								
	See verse 21: “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shall call His name Jesus…” (A name that shall be exalted above every name…a name before whom every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ IS Lord, to the glory of God the Father.)

NEXT: The Only Proper Decision
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