~Responsibility in the Body of Christ~

Lesson Two: Devoted to One Another and Honoring One Another

Romans 12:10:
“Be ye kindly affectionate one to another with brotherly love:
in honor preferring one another”. (KJV)

“Love each other with genuine affection, 
and take delight in honoring each other”. (NLT)

	Being part of a family is something with which most people can identify. The Apostle Paul introduces to the Roman Christians (and to us) the analogy of the family unit to illustrate the proper and preferable function of members in the body of Christ. The concept of the family adds a dimension, another measurement of warmth, concern, tenderness and loyalty—in short, human emotion and devotion.
																																										
	Notice the phrase “brotherly love” (Philadelphia). The Greek word “Philos” meaning “one who loves” and “adelphos” meaning “brothers”. In the body of Christ, we are the family of God—See Ephesians 3:14-15 and I Peter 4:17. The term “brothers” is used to refer to the Christian family.
																																																								
	Paul’s use of the words, “be devoted to one another”, enhances and supports his emphasis on brotherly love and family relationships in the church. To be “devoted” literally refers to the MUTUAL LOVE OF PARENTS AND CHILDREN AND HUSBANDS AND WIVES.	
	Paul’s point is clear. We are to be just as devoted to each other as are the individual members of a close-knit family unit. WE ARE A UNIQUE FAMILY UNIT. We are indeed “BLOOD BROTHERS”, for in Christ, “We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins”. (Ephesians 1:7)
																																																								
	
~Practical Steps for Developing Family Relationships in the Church~

1. Showing affection and love to other Christians and treating them as brothers and sisters in Christ does not happen automatically. If it did, there would not be so many appeals, so many strong arguments in the Word for us to do so.
(See I Thess. 4:9-10, Hebrews 13:1-3, I Peter 1:22-23, I Peter 3:8-9, II Peter 1:5-7)

2. Evaluate your attitudes and conduct toward other members of your Christian family. Give serious consideration to these questions:

a. Do I fear rejection?



b. Have I a poor family background?







c. Do I spend much of my time thinking about myself?
Some persons, even though Christian, are very selfish and self-centered. They think only about themselves. These persons naturally find it difficult to express “brotherly love”.
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