General Theme
“Responsibility in the Body of Christ”

This Lesson:
“The Family of God”
(Romans 8: 14-17)

ENTER ● ENCOURAGE ● SUSTAIN

To know, understand and to appreciate:

God formed us. Sin deformed us. Education informs us. Culture conforms us. Incarceration reforms us. The Gospel of Jesus Christ transforms us.






“I” is for intellect which sin has darkened.
“E” is for emotions which sin has diminished.
“W” is for the will which sin has deadened.
It is these three faculties enslaved by demonic influence that controls the ONCE BORN’s behavior. Now under the penalty of death, our only hope is redemption, re-birth, salvation. (See John 3:16, then Ephesians 3: 14-19)
1. ENTER the Father’s family by relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ. (See Gal. 4: 4-7; Eph. 1:5) There is NO OTHER WAY into the family of God. NO provision is made for “JOINING” the family. The Bible calls the family of God THE BODY OF CHRIST.
(See II Cor. 5:17) “Therefore if any man be in Christ…A NEW CREATURE…ALL THINGS are become NEW.” The INTELLECT, EMOTIONS and WILL now under the influence of the Holy Spirit.
“What a wonderful change in my life has been wrought SINCE JESUS came into my heart. I have light in my soul for which long I have sought, SINCE JESUS…I have ceased from may wandering and going astray SINCE JESUS…And my sins which were many are all washed away, SINCE JESUS…Floods of joy o’er my soul like the sea billows roll, SINCE JESUS…”
Now in a NEW FAMILY, A NEW FAITH and a NEW FATHER…equipped to be a responsible member of the family. (See I Cor. 12: 25-27)

2. ENCOURAGE means to enliven, to cheer up, to inspire, comfort or strengthen. The family needs to find the means to encourage ALL of its members, old and new. Tenure offers no special treatment. The family of God needs members who measure up to the name “BARNABUS”. (See Acts 4:36) “Son of exhortation or consolation”. In Acts 11:24, he is described as “a good man and full of the Holy Spirit and faith”. When the Church in Jerusalem hesitated to receive Paul into their fellowship, Barnabus removed their fears by speaking on the Apostle’s behalf. (See Acts 9:27)
When Paul refused the company of young Mark, who had for some reason TURNED BACK at Pamphylia, Barnabus took Mark in—Could it be that Paul had forgotten the encouragement he received at Damascus? (See Acts 9: 17-19) Had Paul forgotten the means by which he was accepted in the Church at Jerusalem? The family needs to find creative ways to encourage ALL its members.

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY IS THE ONE WORD THAT IS SYNONOMOUS WITH SIN? SELFISHNESS! Selfishness in the family prevents the cooperation needed to accomplish the Master’s purpose for His body.

3. SUSTAIN which means to support, to nourish, and if necessary, TO CARRY. (See Rom. 15: 1-2), “We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let every one of us please his neighbor for his good to edification.” (See also Gal. 6: 1-3)

We ENTER by RELATIONSHIP. We ENCOURAGE by FELLOWSHIP. We SUSTAIN by PARTNERSHIP; A NEW FAITH, FATHER and FAMILY.

(See John 13: 34-35) “A NEW COMMANDMENT…”
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