Mid-Week Service
January 18, 2012
Lesson Text: Matthew 9:37-38

“WHY SO FEW?”

	Introduction: The glaring difference between the Church seen in the Book of Acts and the Church today is THE LACK OF AN EVANGELISTIC ZEAL. See Acts 8:1, “…and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the Apostles…”  Now see verse 4, “Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching [the Greek word is “EVAGGELIZO” meaning ANNOUNCING, DECLARING good or glad tidings] the Word”. All within the body of Christ are evangelists; proclaimers of the Good News.
																																																								
	It is of vital importance for the entire Church, each and every one of us to realize our need for the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit. Said Jesus to the inexperienced, immature and undisciplined group of believers, (See Acts 1:4-11). Now, see Luke 24:49, “And behold, I send THE PROMISE of My Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued (to be invested with) with power (the Greek word is “DUNAMIS” meaning miraculous power) from on high”. That “miraculous power” is resident in a person. (See Isaiah 44:3)  “…I will pour My Spirit upon thy seed, and My blessing upon thine offspring”. That’s the “promise of My Father” which Jesus speaks of in Luke 24:49. Now see John 14:16-17. He is to be given to the Church, the Body of Christ…The world cannot receive Him. The world is without any perception of the Holy Spirit and without any knowledge of Him. BUT!! We know Him because He is not alone WITH US, He is IN US.
	All of this is meant to provide us with the assurance, the confidence that OUR ASSIGNMENT, when faithfully carried out, WILL BEAR FRUIT. “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few.” WHY?
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